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The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, ishappy‘m
know that the Maharaja Agrasen College Wnimsity.of _Delh_l}.
Delhi is organising its 5" National Conference on Bi
and Climate Change: Conserving Heritage — Natural Resources
and Cultural Wealth on February 16-17, 2017.

The President extends his warm greetings and felicitations

- to the organisers and participants and sends his best wishes for
the success of the Conference.
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Abstract J %
Asia-Pacific zone is the largest geographical area of the world and is rich in :
B floral and faunal diversity. This zone has a total of thirteen out of 35 biodiversity
i hotspots of the world today. With increased economic activities resulting in over-

exploitation of nature as well as climate change, the world flora is under serious
danger of extinction. In order to reverse this process of destruction of the flora
and save the plant species it is important to undertake developemental projects
: with caution. It is very important to maintain a statistical account of not only the |
e existing number of vascular plant species but also area under the remaining

E . 2 vegetation endemism of the plant species etc to keep a track, sustain and preserve
_ . e the biodiversity.

i e Key words: Vascular plant species, biodiversity hotspots, endemism, endemic,
%«Bnm: remaining.

Introduction

S ¥ e The distribution of plants is uneven across the globe with heavy concentration in the
ilbatss. v .mr..;. tropics. The areas of vascular plant species concentration with more than 3000 species

spread around 10,000 ki includes Choco-Costa Rica, parts of Andes and .
Eastern Brazil, North Borneo inea, !
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. RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITY

CHAPTER 28

Right to Clean Water and
Responsibility to Protect it

.;.?m.

hﬂ%ﬂ;

partment of Biology, L .
raja Agrasen College, University of Delhi

rich in water resources that include rivers, lakes, ponds, streams etc Spread in varioys

e country. Due to high growth of population, urbanisation, consumerism gnd ~§§w§

n activities, these water bodies are getting polluted each day and facing dangers of extinctioy,
13 probiems to the human existence itself. While everybody has q right to clean watey

e il e responsibility of individuals and agencies to protect the water bodies for

g better quality of life for the present and future generations, The present article focuseg g

ses of pollution of inland water bodies in India and measures needed as wejl gs taken by

responsibil ility.

ces, sewerage, urbanisation,
ion, encroachment, illegal mining, rights, action, United Nations,

T supports life on earth. Freshwater provides water for drinking, sanitation,

. ration and recreation. [t also creates
mu.w.&qmam range of animals and plants and provides cool breeze and

sources of this fresh water. g

“beels and wetlands (bogs, marshes, and swamps);
v '’
g

1 prackish water.
gives the statistical picture of the inland water bodies in Indi

and

Table 1 below

: lanatory:- ] )
which EM@M.MMM M.Mmmba water resources of various types in India (2015-16)
Table 1: De

f India Report on Water Quality
. Government O
gource:

Water Bodies
w._.wunnﬂ.ﬁ_”com rivers, lakes, ponds etc has become a regular feature of newspaper
u

rts and forms a significant part of our everyday mgmmwoﬁ. In fact, run»ﬁ
repo bodies such as ponds, lakes, streams and tanks etc in various parts of the
water which carter to the needs of local population for centuries are
M“M“wﬁmq becoming life threatening due to pollution. Lots of water bodies
have already vanished in many urban areas. It is important to know the reasc
for this so that appropriate measures can be taken to save them.
Several factors are responsible for pollution in general and extinction of some
local water bodies. They can be listed as follows:
* Unplanned Urbanisation
* Religious Practices
* Sewerage and Dumping and Open Defecation
* Unregulated Tourist Activities
* lllegal Mining

Unplanned Urbanisation
The Process of banis
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