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- Innovative Mhods

Innavative Methods in ELT .
M. Guntasha Tulsi, Department of English, School of Humanities, Indrprastha Universiny, Dogyg

English Language Tesching, belter identificd
with &s popular acrenym ELT, hav gradually and
distinctively emerped s B distinctive Im.d_ al
mvestigmiion in rescarch within humasities in Indin as
well as the Indlan classroom. This has led to one very
significant outcome. The same has been that i has
invested that elemeont  of seriousness 1o language
teaching, which has both empowered and enahled
language teschers 1o eptimize best results within the
chssroom. Were, # would be indtructive 1o pause io
hwﬂj understand the history and beginnings of ELT
En Indis. Iv b intenesting, bo observe that 'English” was
introdhuced and popalanized amongst & certam section
of Indiun clie I:I( the adminisirative convenience of
the British Ther culural or limpuistic innavalions
were never alivested from (heir political eircumstances

The corcept of ‘Englishness® could be more
widely felt m the form of a literary canon that whas
introduced and populirized in the form of Englich

syllabess seross ‘the newly  edablished
= in Bomhay, Hemgal  and  Medras.
: y then, binguage scquisition was just am
adminiutzative priority for the Orzish which gradually
hecame synonymous with & culturally supremacist
educational policy. When Iedin became indepeadent
ol Erglish was given the status of an “associate
efficial Bnpuage’, it Is imteresting i note that
teaching  ocrually became a iority  with the
puthorities, s “‘I_.i:‘! of the mme, CIEFL (The Central
Imstiute For English snd Forehgn [ o5 Wi gol
up ot Hyderabad. Regicnal mi!:lurc:nlf:ﬂﬁf.'r trainin
ond development were alo sed at Bangalore o
Chandigarh,

It however was an :Mmrncr}' luni_ drawn

process for an Endizn cu.qu,-p clasermom 1o concede the i
training in English has o go beyond the iy realm i

into a skill based scrivity, which more than inte Lectual
competency, required funclional amd communicative
eompetency, What lend a credibility 1o this teoughi
beyond mumerous develo 131 ted o dechates
sumoiunding efucsion in the mother tongue, L-§ efe
whi, that now in s plobalised set-up | and with the
pos-1960°s context of beeaking of ‘workd-barrfere and
unmigration, English speaking and writing skills were
to almost become indispensable. This was  also
connected 1o the foregrounding. of the thr‘ct'-hnslnw
formula in post-independent India, as & necessary
component of scheal cducation, which d&d lerd 0
formal component to the learning of English. As a

eneration of Indisns begun 10 be spwardly mobile in
&cu thinking and with more rru]:i-ruﬁuﬂ.\{( and call-
centérs entering inta ihe Indian market, English
learnmg begun 1o be perceved throogh s dilferem
yardstick altogether,

The focud now wes more on fan
sequisition and proficiency, It became significant 1o
assure that whether & lkearser i adept with grammatical
and linguistic accuracy o0 not; it becomes more crocial
10 adapt to socisl and renl life situations whore a good
command over English language cin be #n immensely
wiefiil netet. However, while the post-1090% Indian
situation did wake w to this mud-’!u relation to the
mio-grtrmrmm. it was the college that

d 1o make newer kind of changes. As a pan of
the liability of the ealonial educational policy, there
continued 10 be & major emphasis on the
l#terary studies in an English elassroom in most of the
major  Indian  eniversities LIJ'IEGOFE training  wns
considered to be an inlegral part of this (mining in
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0
of tendency 1o

literarure mned caliural stedics, oF assumed g
incidental or peripheml to training the g
learming more phowl the lgcrary canon. g r-'ll:t, i
inderesimy 1o observe that for modt af the |
colirses  mlio d::u,uue_nll_ L lqu!w;.'v: profichs
students; nf array of llorsry Eexis Are -;b.n-;“
arthologies arrl -.:wlisn! T'I-u-?i !nndt:: i ‘“I
resumplion that  language  hid ekt
ﬂ"dm:{? ly, two doved e
nberest , two developments withiy g
higher :durll.il:lll'::F famework pusll;td the beng! "‘;’-
for possible  Insovatins o relation o
Langua |m:l1qu. These were largely conne: (7
refarmulation  of langusge courses  (hegely gy
subsidinry/allied inter-disciplinary) 5 8 part of e,
I:T"d“"'ﬁ"“ gyllabums scroes universities, o a friwe
impeius to research and pedigogy n M:;_
teaching. that graduslly also did becoms connécted s
material production end  development,” With e
waliferstion of organizations related o bodes Ejl[.h'-
ritish  Council, English languege proficiency g
leaming was to get new dimensions, and was fo alin
svon become a Bshivnably commervial and exorbiian
exercise. How nnovative did the scenario then becoms
ou far ai the domain of material production ysd
pedagogy in higher education has been concernad]
A set of positive changes have cortainly been
visihbe, Firstly, it is evidest in the net nflu;m &
designing  fsell for an  undecgradiade  [a -
!g:;r:u-m. There has certainly come to be a o
ws on an  integrated  development, of m -
(Lintening, Speaking, Resding and Writing) with shog
choter focus on leamer centered exerc
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proficiency, ' Simukancously, at least at the level of
syllabus; equal imporiance now stems to be given 1o
arcan like Grammar, Spoken Erglish or Academia
Writing with different componenss within the courss | 1

-t

addeessing these bmucs, One will take the exa
Delbi University and Jawnhar Lal Nehra Unijversit
two plofsering. universgies in Delhi- 10 eaplain lh{;
poist in detail

Different changes that have taken place inthe

last two years, have encoursped an emphacis on
langaage gwﬁciun:r. at the kevel of discourse and
usage, rather than correctness or . aned this d§

/3
indeed 0 welcomie change. In Delld Universiy for
matance, (e are cowses like Muskness a
Technical Writing”, *Acdemic Writing' or ih
E‘nnqmmi:ztinn' “h:i?:::ﬂm o bave becn
keeping in agpest |1 tiomal aspect of the
iny m:.n& The goal seems fo ba to troin uudmuﬂﬁinﬂi:
light of that cxpression of English linguage which eas
make them efficient communicators and wribers at
their workplace or interviews, and skillful in handling
discuiziors around their preferred carcer option alter
under-gradustion. Now here it seems- that the proklem
i= nol what used be vwo decades back- Le. “desgring™
of !I? eourne, but b more conmected 1o the execstion
ise

This s where the roke of
pﬁthﬁ%
100 much of A

1 has
down upan the b apoct
teaching and too much of ;In-:%::r:ﬁ:dmpewih
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